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PG&E to Double Up

Vegetation Management
By Nick Marnell
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Not a symbiotic relationship.

he Pacific Gas and Electric

Company annually prunes and
removes trees that pose dangers to
power lines. During this year of ex-
treme dry conditions and high fire
danger the company will conduct two
separate vegetation management pro-
grams in all three Lamorinda munic-
ipalities.

In Moraga, the utility identified the
area around Scofield Drive and Harold
Drive for power line maintenance.
“The list we got from PG&E regarding
their annual electric line pruning
clearly identifies 180 trees scheduled
for removal,” said Jill Keimach, town
manager. But public works director
Edric Kwan said he has not yet re-
ceived a map showing the exact loca-
tions of the condemned trees.

PG&E said that the maintenance
around transmission power lines in
Orinda will be done primarily from
Bear Creek Road, crossing Highway
24 west to Moraga Way and also from
Scofield Road running west to Mor-
aga Way. “Our planning director,
Emmanuel Ursu, requested a list from
PG&E and it appears that the vast ma-
jority of subject trees are on East Bay
Municipal Utility District, PG&E and
East Bay Regional Park District prop-
erties,” said Orinda city manager
Janet Keeter.

The Lafayette work area related
to transmission power lines is be-
tween the Highway 24/680 crossing
west to Pleasant Hill Road, and along
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Olympic Boulevard to St. Mary’s
Road. “You’ll see Davey Tree around
Lamorinda every summer trimming
branches,” said Steven Falk, city
manager. “Lafayette, at least, views
this as part of the utility’s routine
maintenance and does not consider it
to be controversial.”

“Although we don’t yet have a
specific date, the tree work is ex-
pected to begin soon and PG&E is in
the process of communicating details
of the upcoming work to private prop-
erty owners and city officials,” said
company spokeswoman Tamar
Sarkissian. She said that the work
will not begin until all PG&E cus-
tomers are notified. In addition to
work on the transmission lines, resi-
dents can expect to see routine vege-
tation compliance work performed
along PG&E’s distribution power
lines throughout the area.

PG&E also plans to launch its
Pipeline Pathways Project in Lamor-
inda, likely to begin this fall. The goal
of this controversial program is to re-
move trees from within 10 feet of gas
mains. The utility is currently work-
ing with Concord and Walnut Creek
on a set of deal points that would con-
trol how the trees are selected for re-
moval, according to Falk. “I predict
that the Lamorinda cities won’t hear
from PG&E about the gas program
until the utility has worked out its is-
sues with those other two cities,” he
said.

More High Fire Risks

Lamorinda’s fire marshals pointed out two additional areas in their dis-
tricts that they think have potential for serious vegetation fires.

“The biggest problems have been on the lines between Rossmoor
and Lafayette,” said Robert Marshall of the Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District.“Three of the past four years there has been a fire in
that area.” He explained that animals — mostly birds and squirrels — will
sit on a charged wire, get electrocuted and fall to the ground. The
heat from the fried animal can start a fire in the three foot high grass.
“The short answer is north Orinda, wherever the high power lines
come in,"said Moraga-Orinda Fire District’s Kathy Leonard. “And the
thick vegetation around and below the power lines in Lost Valley is a

big concern,”she added.

Marshall cautioned Lamorinda weekend vegetation managers.“While
PG&E does trim around the utility poles, they don’t trim from the pole
to your house,” he said.“If you have a lot of trees, call PG&E. Don't try

to trim the trees yourself. Even though those wires are insulated, they

are still dangerous.”
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Development Projects
Look for Fall Approval

... continued from page AS

During an earlier review, design
review board members expressed
support for the project but asked for
additional details to increase the vi-
sual appeal of the project as seen from
Moraga Way.

The fire district wrote a letter in
June expressing concerns regarding
the potential conflict between fire
training operations conducted at sta-
tion 41 and residents. Training exer-
cises can create temporary noise,
unexpected water off-site, and visual
impacts from equipment, ladders and
personnel that could be disruptive.
MOFD recommended that disclo-
sures make these potential impacts
clear to prospective buyers.

The second project, a Signature
Properties development at 489 Mor-
aga Road, proposes 18 single-family,
high-density homes on a two-acre lot
across from the Rheem Shopping
Center. Signature Homes has been
working with town staff and the plan-
ning commission since 2011 in a
number of study sessions. The chal-
lenge for commissioners was to visu-
alize the impact on the scenic corridor
just by looking at maps and drawings;
the story poles materialized it for
them. According to town staff, the
project will be formally reviewed by
the commission on July 21 and could
be approved before the end of the
year.
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Incredible Happy Valley Opportunity!
Traditional One Level Rancher on .65 Acre
Offered at $1,599,000

Finola Fellner
925.890.7807

BRE #01428834

www.FinolaFellner.com

RCFE # 075601424

Dreaming About a
Summer Break?

Times were simpler when your Mom was
a kid. Her folks would drive the family

to the coast for a beach vacation. Fast
forward to today — and you're juggling

a career, kids and aging parents. It’'s not
easy. If you're caring for an elderly loved
one, it's important to slow down and take
care of yourself. We're here help.

Aegis of Moraga is the most trusted
neighborhood senior care provider in
assisted living and memory care with
enthusiastic, committed staff, great food,
and a summer full of enriching activities.
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Call now to learn about Short-term
stays. Respite rates starting at
$200.00 per day.

Aegis of Moraga
950 Country Club Dr.
Moraga, CA 94556

925-297-6760
AegisofMoraga.com o~
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We're the people who make life better.

Do you want the best in home care for your family?
Call Home Care Assistance.

“Named national winner of the ‘Best of Home
Care Award’ by Home Care Pulse.”

It starts with our caregivers. We carefully screen nearly 25 applicants for each caregiver we
hire. Only the best are good enough for Home Care Assistance!

We follow this with extensive training. Finally we invite geriatric experts to meet with our
caregivers so that they are up-to-date with the newest ideas about senior care.

Hourly and Live-In Care. Our caregiving services focus on two basic types of care: hourly
and live-in. The service you choose is determined by your particular needs.

Hourly caregiving works well for many families. In this situation we provide trained
caregivers on an hourly basis. Here the caregiver focuses all her attention exclusively on
the senior.

Live-in care differs from hourly care in that we provide personal aides on a daily basis.
Live-in caregivers are often the best choice for those seniors who need the companionship
of another person, but who do not have intense “all the time” personal needs.

At Home Care Assistance we mean it when we talk about providing the best in senior care—
whether it is on an hourly basis or a live-in basis.

has been working with older adults for more than ten years and is an expert

ﬁ Meet Jill. Jill Cabeceiras is the client care manager for the East Bay. She
. on managing care within the home. Let Jill help you and your family!

Call Jill today to schedule your free assessment!

925-820-8390 *« HomeCareAssistance.com

190-G Alamo Plaza, Alamo, CA 94507
We've moved to Alamo!
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